A LETTER OF THE ABBE DUBOIS

Some letters written by the Abbe Dubois,
author of the book "Hindu Manners and Customs"
are found, it seems, in the archives of the Neuve
Sorbonne University in France. A friend of our
Venkat Rao's sent a copy of one of them to us
some time ago. The following is a free render-
ing of the letter.

12th December, 1800

Sreerangapatam.
To

The Reverend Bishop Buoisney

Having with your Grace's permission started
on my journey for this place where I have to
execute my mission for Christ at the instance of
the East India Company, I reached here some
days ago and am writing this letter from my new
station. I had seen the country around this place
previously, but had not seen this particular town
and this beautiful island on which it is situated.
The island is, of course, in the river Cauvery.
To speak of a river island is to suggest a small
affair some furlongs square at the most. But
this island is no such little show. It is really an
attractive island round which the Cauvery flows
in two branches. It is some four or five square